CHAPTER XXI
THE WORK OF THE CONSTITUENT
ASSEMBLY
Convocation of the Constituent Assembly
No subject, other than the employment of foreigners in govern-
ment posts and the general anti-Mandate propaganda occupied
more attention in the Arabic Press from 1920 onwards than
the demand for the convocation of the promised Constituent
Assembly in order that it might express the wishes of the country
concerning its future Government. When, however, the
'Irada ordering the elections to the Constituent Assembly to
begin on October 24th was issued, October igth, 1922,* after
a delay of nearly two years, it met with a far different response
than had been anticipated. The Nationalists and the ShTa
'Ulama united in opposition to its application. The 'Ulama of
Najaf and of Kadhimain, including Shaikh Madhi al-Khalisi
who had been among the Nationalists calling most loudly for
the Constituent Assembly, were induced to issue fatwas in
early November, forbidding any participation in the election.2
The immediate effect of the fatwas was to bring the elections
to a standstill in Shi'a centres. In Najaf, Karbala, Hilla and
Kufa, the Electoral Committees resigned. In Kadhimain, the
officials declared themselves unable to form Election com-
mittees.3 In Dulaim Liwa, however, fat fatwas had no effect,
1 Compilation, 1920-1923, p. 82.
2 The fatzods issued collectively by the ' Ulama of Najaf and Kadhimain,
November 8th, were followed by others by individual 'Ulama. A translation of
one of the latter is as follows:
'Yes, we have issued the order to prohibit the elections by the whole 'Iraqi
nation.
'That whoever participates or gives assistance in them will disobey God and
His Prophet. God has said in His glorious book that whoever disobeys God and
His Prophet, fire shall be his lot. (sd.) Muhammad Mahdi al-Khalisi.s
3 Baghdad Times, November 25th, 1922.
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